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“They were overjoyed at seeing the star,

and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother.”
-Mt 2:10
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Today we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord and epiphany simply means revelation. Today we
celebrate the revelation that Jesus Christ is the true Light of the World, and salvation is meant for everyone
and not for a select few. The Epiphany of the Lord is God’s revelation to the Gentiles that Jesus is the Savior
of the world. The wise men presented gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. These were not ordinary gifts,
but gifts fit for a king. The wise men from the East represent us, the Gentiles, recognizing Jesus as our Lord,
Savior, and King. Jesus is the only star that we should follow because once we find Christ, we have found
what we are truly longing for, the only One who can bring us fulfillment and joy.

I pray that we all recognize Jesus as our Savior. Let us make a commitment today to follow the true Star — the
true Light of the World — Jesus Christ. Our world is filled with so many lights that are contrary to the gospel.
These lights give us the illusion that we are safe. The world’s lights are often brighter and more appealing to
our senses than the gentle and tender light of faith. So many prefer the lights of the world because there is no
challenge or call to conversion. In the end, all the world’s lights will burn out and turn to dust, leaving those
who trusted in these false lights in darkness. The only light that will remain is Christ. The choice is ours to
live in the Light of Christ or to live in the darkness of the world.

Christmas

We had a wonderful celebration of Christmas, and the Church was filled with many guests and visitors. It was
good to see our college students return. The Church looked beautiful, and the liturgies and music truly gave
praise to God. I am so grateful to all those who helped make Christmas such a joyful celebration. My hope is
that we can continue the Christmas celebration all through the year, for Christ is truly with us.

The Gift of Cultural Traditions

The weeks before Christmas are often filled with many cultural traditions and St. Michael is blessed to be able
to share them. On Dec. 12 we celebrated the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the patroness of the Americas.
Our Lady of Guadalupe has a place of importance in the lives of our Hispanic community, and they were able
to share with us their tradition.

The narthex had a beautiful representation of the apparition of Our Lady to St. Juan Diego on the hill of
Tepeyac. The image of Our Lady in the Church was beautifully decorated for her feast. Fr. Daniel did an
excellent job of making the evening Mass a truly bilingual event. English speakers would not feel excluded if
they attended. I hope that for our next celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe, more of our English-speaking
community will attend. Thank you for sharing the wonderful tradition of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Our Filipino community celebrated their tradition of Sambang Gabi. This is a celebration of nine days of
Masses leading up to Christmas, in anticipation of Christmas. Each of these Masses are celebrated in a
different parish and all are welcome to attend. The entrance rite is so beautiful, as each parish participating has
a “star lantern” that is fashioned out of bamboo and paper. These lanterns symbolize the preparing of our
hearts to welcome and receive Christ our Light on Christmas. After a parish hosts one of the nine Masses,
their star lantern becomes part of the entrance procession. This year St. Michael had the third Mass so there
were not a lot of lanterns. Thank you to the Filipino community for allowing us to share in this beautiful
tradition.

Let us continue to enjoy one another’s culture. Let us not be afraid to learn from each other, as all cultures
have a richness that can benefit others.

Christmas Gifts

In today’s gospel, the wise men left their gifts at the foot of the manger. I wish to thank all of those who have
left their Christmas gift at the foot of the altar. I will report on the total Christmas collection in a few weeks,
as your Christmas offerings continue to come in. If you have not made your offering to the parish, there is still
time to do so. May we realize that the Star followed by the Magi leads all to the doors of St. Michael Church.

Wishing you a joyful and prayerful New Year,
Fr. Frank
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Taking Home the Sunday Scriptures
The Epiphany of the Lord
January 7, 2024

What's your point? We get that question a lot. We can
ramble at times or become disjointed in our thoughts.
When reading and hearing Sunday Scriptures, we often
find the nutshell by looking at the responsorial psalm or
the Gospel acclamation. From Psalm 72 we hear “Lord,
every nation on earth will adore you.” The verse for the
Gospel acclamation is Matthew 2:2: “We saw his star at
its rising and have come to do him homage.” We need to
see the light, and to follow with our actions and our
words. In Matthew’s Gospel today we see two
extremely different perspectives: two different reasons
for searching for Jesus. In some ways, this resembles the
polarization in our world today. What one group sees as
good for our nation or world, those with opposing views
think will wreck the country.

The Magi were astrologers who saw a vision in the sky
and tried to find a way to follow it and discover the new-
born king of the Jews. Herod heard about this king, and
his reaction was dark and negative. He saw the birth of
such a king as a threat to his power as the Roman leader
of the country. He wanted the Magi to pass on to him
what they knew about this Christ Child. On a more
personal level, depending on our perspective, we can
either feel threatened or excited by changes. Clearly, it
took time for the Magi to get to their destination.
Nevertheless, they “prostrated themselves and did him
homage. Then they opened their treasures . . .” Do we
continue looking for Jesus, even if takes a while and he is
not where we expect to see him? Are we paying attention
to the signs showing us the way to Him? What gifts do
we have to offer to Him in homage? After seeing him, the
Magi were warned in a dream not to go back the way
they came. But if we have seen the Christ Child, how can
we go back to where we were? We must continue to
respond to God’s call to move forward and grow in our
lives. We must seek the right and just path and turn
away from all that leads us astray.

Readings for the Week
Jan. 7,2024

Sunday: Solemnity: The Epiphany of the Lord
Is 60: 1-6; Eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2: 1-12

Monday: The Baptism of the Lord
Is55:1-1;0r1Jn 5:1-9

Tuesday: 1Sm1: 9-20; Mk 1: 21-28

Wednesday;  1Sm 3:1-10,19-20; Mk 1: 29-39

Thursday: 1Sm 4:1-11; Mk 1: 40-45

Friday: 1Sm 8: 4-7;10-22a; Mk 2:1-12

Saturday: 1Sm9: 1-4,17-19;10: 1; Mk 2:13-17

Sunday: 1Sm 3: 3b-10, 19; 1 Cor 6: 13¢c—15a, 17-20;

Jnl:35-42
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Every Christmas we set up our
Christmas decorations and we
\1* . ,“ ‘"h watch in enjoyment. We unpack
~d r i,) /74§ our Nativity sets and place them
258 ) for all to see. The shepherds are
¥y’ g% set in place and the three wise

men, whose names are said to be
Balthasar, Melchior and Casper, come to seek Baby Jesus.
Yet, I have to wonder, have we ever really stopped to
understand who these men really are? The answer lies in
the Epiphany of the Lord. The three wise men came from
a nearby kingdom seeking the birth of our Savior and
King. They are important because they were not only
diplomats (an important person) bearing peace offerings;
they were wise men on a spiritual quest to find their true
king and the source of true Wisdom. They were wise be-
cause after they heard the King was born, they wanted to
worship and honor him.

The story says they went to Jerusalem and asked some
priests there if they knew where to find the King. The
priests knew where Jesus was to be born because they
had been told by the prophet Micah. They told the wise
men they would find the new King in Bethlehem. The
wise men did not have a map to guide them. They had
something even better. God gave them a STAR to guide
them. The wise men followed the directions of the priests
and followed the star that God gave them, and it led them
right to Jesus. When they found him, they gave him gifts
and bowed down and worshipped him.

Wise men, women, boys and girls are still searching for
Jesus. There are people who want to help— people like
priests and religious education teachers and
friends. There is no map to help us find Jesus, and there is
no star to follow. Sometimes our lives are beyond
difficult, or even heartbreaking. Where is our map? We
are looking for Jesus. What we do have is God's Holy
Word in the Bible. What we do have is the Holy Spirit!
We have the ability to help each other and love each
other, regardless of any difficult times. Pick up the phone
and call that person who may be all alone. Leave a gift on
the doorstep of someone less fortunate (yes, even after
Christmas). Give and you shall receive. This is how we
seek Jesus now. Let us be wise like the three wise men
knowing we will find the true and only source of wisdom
and happiness—Jesus and God's Word!

Let’s Pray. Dear [esus, we seek you today because we want to
worship you and crown you as our King, Let us seck you when we are
lost. Amen.
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COMING UP THIS WEEK
AT $ST. MICHAEL PARISH

Saturday, Jan. 6

e Men’s Scripture Sharing-7:00 a.m.—Ministry Room West

e Feeding The Hungry Food Sorting-9:00 a.m.—Small Gym

e Youth Ministry Coat Collection for St. Basil/Visitation
Parish — Before & After 4:30 Mass — Narthex

o PPC Hospitality Hours-After 4:30PM Mass—Commons

Sunday, Jan. 7

e Youth Ministry Coat Collection for St. Basil/Visitation
Parish — Before & After All Masses — Narthex

e PPC Hospitality Hours-After all Masses—Commons

e QUEST Mass and Celebration-5:00 p.m.—Church and
Small Gym

Monday, Jan. 8
o Women’s Faith Sharing/English—6:30 p.m.—Ministry
Rooms

Tuesday, Jan. 9

o Hooks & Needles Prayer Shawl Ministry—9:00 a.m.—
Ministry Room East

Wednesday, Jan. 10
o Bible Study-7:00 p.m.—Commons

Thursday, Jan. 11
e Youth Ministry Co-Ed Volleyball—7:00 p.m.—MPR

Saturday, Jan. 13

e Men’s Scripture Sharing-7:00 a.m.—Ministry Room West

e Feeding The Hungry Food Sorting-9:00 a.m.—Small Gym

e Knights of Columbus Free-Throw Contest—3:00 p.m.—
Small Gym

For more information on these and other
programs at $t. Michael Parish,
Please visit our website at
www.saintmike.com.

Please Pray For The Sick
We continue to remember the sick, the infirm, and
all those recommended to our prayers; and
especially the following, that they may experience
the healing and power of Christ:

John Baker, Juan Pablo Barajas,
Dorothy Basta, John Basta, Tom Berta,
Kathy Bruss, Eileen Cocco, Aileen Collura,
Mary DiFilippo, Donald Flynn, Fran Hoak,
Carole Holding, Lisa Johnston, Joan Korpics,
Celeste Koszut, Joan Krasneck, Sylvia Krepton,
Robert Levinthal, Mark Lunn, Fr. Bob Mair,
Tom Mallon, Rich McCasland, Donna Micun,
Alice Prendergast, Jack Radecky, AJ Rother,
Maria Rzonca, Cara Scanlon, Nicholas Schuber,
Vinceza Silvio, Jennie Vaccarell, Phil Varnagis,
Aleksandra Waresiak, Donna Wilczek,
Keith Michael Yelnick, Audrey Zarembski,
Angel Zavala,
and those injured in service to their country.

Please Pray For
Those who have died and their families

Donald Brann, father of Carol McCasland
Margaret Creaton, sister of Joe Morrissey and aunt
of Cathy Lebert & Joe, John & Mike Morrissey

Robert Kelly, Sr.

John Lapka, husband of Arlene

Jim Quinn, brother of Tom and brother-in-law of
Kathy
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Parish Hospitality Weekend
.. This Saturday & Sunday, Jan. 6 & 7

All Are Welcome To Join Us In The Commons
For Fellowship & Refreshments

Following All Masses

Our Hispanic Ministry will be hosting this Hospitality Weekend
and providing baked goods and snacks.
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Ministers of Care Needed to Bring
Communion to the Sick and Homebound
St. Michael Parish is looking for people who enjoy praying with and
bringing the Eucharistic to parishioners who are homebound,
hospitalized or in nursing homes. Training is provided and will
take place at Our Lady of the Woods Parish on Jan. 23, Jan.

30 and Feb. 6 from 4:45 to 8:00 p.m.
To register for the training, visit at https://ministrycommissionv5.com/event-registration.

To learn more, please contact Cee Cee Van Hecke at cvanhecke@saintmike.com or at 708-349

-0903.

How is god calling you to serve?

Join Us For Diaconate Inquiry Night
Monday, Jan. 22, 2024 at 7 p.m.
St. Michael Ministry Room East

Men ages 30 to 59 are invited to learn more about the
Permanent Diaconate at a meeting hosted by the St.
Michael Diaconate couples. Come to learn more about
the important role of the deacon in the Catholic Church,
what’s involved in being ordained as a deacon and have
all your questions answered. Wives are encouraged to
attend!

For more information, please contact:
Michael and Donna McDonough -- 708-403-2122 or
dkncpl@aol.com

or

Abel and Yolanda Trujillo

773-557-8340 or 773-552-9652

.Como te llama Dios a servir?
Unase a nosotros para la noche de consultas
sobre el diaconado

Lunes, 22 de enero de 2024 alas 7 p.m.

St. Michael Ministry Room East

Se invita a hombres de entre 30 y 59 afios a aprender mas
sobre el Diaconado Permanente en una reunion organizada
por los matrimonios del Diaconado de St. Michael. Venga
a aprender mas sobre el importante papel del diacono en la
Iglesia Catolica, lo que implica ser ordenado didcono y
obtenga respuestas a todas sus preguntas. jSe anima a las
esposas a asistir!

Para obtener mas informacion, pongase en contacto:
Michael y Donna McDonough -- 708-403-2122 o
dkncpl@aol.com

0

Abel y Yolanda Trujillo

773-557-8340 o 773-552-9652

Hooks & Needles

Prayer Shawl Ministry

This Tuesday, Jan. 9

9 a.m. in Ministry Room East

We make and donate shawls, blankets, hats
and scarves to parishioners and others in need
of God’s love and comfort. We have knitters
and crocheters of all skill levels - from beginners
to experienced. Everyone is welcome.

We/&ﬁ'nj Banns

Mmymﬂef 9. ?‘/ﬂ:ﬁe@ & David Michaels
9an. 20, 2024
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All 5™ 6™ 7™ & 8™ Graders are invited to

Youth Ministry Student Trivia Night

Date: Friday, Jan. 26, 2024

Place: St. Michael Gym

Time: 6pm to 9pm

Cost: $10.00

Deadline for sign up is Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2024

Sign up as a group of at least six. Each member of your group must turn in a permission form, $10.00 and list the
members of the group. If you are not a member of a group check the bottom of the permission form and we will
assign you to a group. All grades can be members of the same group. Permission forms are available on the
Youth Ministry website at https://saintmike.com/youth-ministry-trivia-night/ or in the Parish office.

Pizza will be available. You must order and pay for pizza with your registration. Pop and water will be available
for $1. You may bring in food.

All cell phones will be collected and placed in a basket on the table.

PERMISSION SLIPS MUST BE TURNED IN BY WEDNESDAY, JAN. 24 to the Parish, Youth Ministry or School
Office. Questions: call 708-349-0903 ,Ext. 650, or email rkoch@saintmike.com.

Spreading Comfort & Joy To-Those In Need

We wish to thank the many ministries and parishioners at St. Michael that helped
Spread Comfort & Joy to people in need in our community this Advent.
Here are just a few of the ways we were able to bring the joy of Jesus to many of our brothers and sisters.

Through the Service Ministry’s Annual Sharing Tree and the generosity of many parishioners, hundreds of people
served by seven different outreach organizations received Christmas gifts, much-needed
supplies, and gift cards for groceries and gas. The organizations you helped include:

St. Basil/Visitation Parish and Food Pantry St. Coletta’s of Illinois;
St. Vincent de Paul Society The Learning Center
Marillac Center Oak Forest Nursing Home

St. Michael Quest Families bought Christmas gifts for 26 children served by our sister
parish St. Basil/Visitation.

g Our St. Vincent de Paul Conference provided all the fixings for Christmas dinner,
< n plus three boxes of food to 32 families in need in Orland Township. Families also
B received wrapped gifts for their children and extra gift cards for other purchases.

Religious Education (RE) families and catechists donated $941 that was used to
purchase Christmas gifts for children served by our
4 St. Vincent de Paul conference.

jal St. Michael parishioners donated 109 blankets and 190
o goody bags for the elderly served by Harmony and
Avantara Nursing Homes in Palos Heights. The St.

| Michael Morning Rosary Prayer Group delivered the
goodies to the nursing homes, while our Children’s
Choir performed Christmas carols for the residents.

6
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Rite of Christian I

nitiation for Adults

This year St. Michael and Our Lady of the Woods Parishes have joined to introduce seven

Candidates and Catechumen. In addition, St.

Michael welcomes two members to the Spanish

RCIA program. They have all been studying since September to learn more about our Catholic
faith. As you read their personal stories, please offer welcome and support by your prayers.

Samantha Aguirre
St. Michael

Genesis Olvera
Our Lady of the Woods

Jaycie Shake
Our Lady of the Woods

Nick Espy
Our Lady of the Woods

RCIA

A STRONG START
TO THE FAITH

Ja

Robert Arriaga
St. Michael

Erik Anderson

St. Michael
I am the father of
three beautiful
children and enjoy
spending time with
my family.
Having attended St.
Michael for a
number of years, |
decided to explore
the Catholic faith.
I enjoy learning about the different prayers and how
prayer is important to spiritual health.

Dayla Arriaga
St. Michael

Elizabeth
Franco
St. Michael

I am a woman, a
wife and a mother
of four children. I
always dreamed of
having my
sacraments. Two
years ago my
mother passed
away and, in that
moment, | felt the
spiritual necessity of learning more about God. I have
loved this program so much! Deacon Abel and his wife
have shown us and nurtured us to love our Christian
faith.
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St. Michael Co-Ed
High School Volleyball

We are now forming a Co-Ed
High School Volleyball Team.
Freshman through seniors
are invited to play from Jan-

uary to March. We play other parish teams in the YOUTH MINISTRY
area. All are welcome so invite your friends to join COAT DRIVE

with you For St. Basil/Visitation

To s.|g|.1 up, download and' 'complete. the This Weekend

permission form on the Youth Ministry website at

https://saintmike.com/high-school-sports/ or pick Jan. 6 & 7 at all Masses

up a form in the Parish Office. Bring the We will be accepting gently-used coats for
completed permission form to the first game. men, women and children.

Games begin This Thursday, Jan. 11 at St. Michael Bring them with you to Mass

QUESTIONS? Contact Youth Minister Rose Koch at Thank you for your support.
708-349-0903 ext.#650, or rkoch@saintmike.com.

% Knights of Columbus
Free Throw Contest — Next Saturday, Jan. 13 at 3 p.m.
Open to all children 9— to 14-years-old

The Knights of Columbus are hosting a Free Throw Contest for all boys and girls
ages 9- to 14-years-old on Saturday, Jan. 13, 2024 at 3 p.m. at St. Michael School.
Participation certificates will be given to all participants and prizes will be awarded
Free Thtoms to the highest scoring boys and girls in each age bracket. All participants need to
Chatis ionsi have their parent or guardian complete a sign-in form before competing. The
p P form below can be completed and brought to the competition or forms will be
available on the day of the competition. Winners from our contest, as well as from other Council contests in
our area, will compete in the District Competition, which will be on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, at 2 p.m. at St.
Michael School.

Free Throw Championship Entry Form/Score Sheet

| wish to enter THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FREE THROW CHAMPIONSHIP in the category and age group checked below. My eligi-
bility is to be determined by my age as of January 1. | also understand that | may only compete in one council level competition.

I:l D |:| |:| |:I D D [:I Mote: This same form must be used for the Council, District and
10858 _ AGE: 9 10 n 12 12 14

Boys Gis Council # 1 Jurisdiction Competition — please be sure it is passed on accordinghy.

Knights of Colum

mame of ECOtYANC Date of Birth

street Address
City State/Province 0000 Postal Code
Parent/Guardian Telephone (Circle one: Home Celly Ermail Signature of Entrant

This Section To Be Completed By Parent/Guardian: Council No. 10858

By signing below, the undersigned requests and approves of the entrant’s registration and participation in the KMIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FREE THROW
CHAMPIOMSHIP ("The Contest™). In consideration for the entrant’s participation in the Contest, the undersigned (1) acknowledges that the entrant's
participation will be at the sole risk of the entrant and the undersigned and (2) agrees to release, indemnify and hold the Knights of Columbus Supreme
Coundil, its subordinate units, officers, agents, members and employees harmless from any and all demands, claims or causes of action arising from
or relating to the entrant’s participation in the Contest. The undersigned also agree to allow representatives from the Knights of Columbus Supreme
Council or any of its subordinate units to take and publish photographs or videos of the entrant during the Contest. The entrant may compete in only
one council level competition. Parent or guardian must sign this form before entrant competes.

Parent'Guardian Date signed
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HAR ® ST. MICHAEL
SHAR N APOLOGETICS
o or- o GROUP
presents
Where We Got the Bible

A three-session presentation

by Dr. Brant Pitre, Ph.D.
e Why are there different Bibles and which one is

the real Bible? Sign Up Today
o« Where is that in the Bible? I believe in the “Bible To Be An Altar Server!
alone.” Training Sessions are Jan. 9 & Jan. 22
e Why should the Bible be taken as a rule of faith Students need only attend one session
at all? How do I know the Bible is inspired by St. Michael Parish has a need for Altar Servers at our
God and not just the product of man? weekend Masses, especially at the 4:30 p.m. Mass on
. Saturdays and the 7:30 and 11:30 a.m. Masses on
This Monday, Jan.8 Sundays. Students in 3 through 8t Grades are in-
7 pm in the Ministry Rooms vited to serve and training is provided. Altar Server
All are welcome! Training will be held on Tuesday, Jan.9 and Monday,
Bring a Friend or Family Member Jan. 22 from 2:00-3:30 p.m. Students need only at-

tend one training session.
Visit our website at
https://saintmike.com/apologetics/
for more information.

For more information about the Altar Server
Ministry and to sign up for one of the training
sessions, please contact Susan O'Connell at  708-
349-0903, ext. 672, or at soconnell@saintmike.com.

Join Us for St. Michael School's Adult Trivia Night
All are welcome for an evening of fun and friendly competition!
Trivia teams are arranged in tables that accommodate up to 12 people. Each table

tries to outsmart each other by completing an answer sheet for every round of trivia
TR v A questions. Test your knowledge of music, history, geography and current events
while sharing fun, laughter and snacks with friends!
- « When & Where: Saturday, February 3, 2024 @ St. Michael School (MPR, Small
v’ Gym and Commons)
Check In: 6:30pm / Game On: 7:00pm

Price: $35/person and 12 people/table ($420 per table)
Please bring your own food for your table. Beer, wine, water and pop will be

S IMichael School

/k/ ‘; ‘

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2024

CHECKMEo0RM available for purchase. Outsite Beverages Are Not Allowed. This event is for

GAME ON: 7:00PM

21+ only.

New this year: Participate in the team theme contest! Create a theme for your table and dress the part. From Mardi
Gras, Barbie or Chicago White Sox to 80’s, Friends or elegant dinner party ... the more creative the better. Best team

theme wins a prize!
(=] 30 (=]

To huy tickets, visit https://bngn.blackbaud.school/?id=ghbubra0kcy#/home/ or scan this code — [ 4

Questions? Contact Megan Guyette - megan_guyette@yahoo.com

St. Michael School E T
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Hoy celebramos la Fiesta de la Epifania del Sefior, y epifania significa revelacion. Hoy celebramos la revelacion de que
Jesucristo es la Luz genuina del mundo y que la salvacién es para todos y no para unos pocos elegidos. La Epifania del
Sefior es la revelacion de Dios a los gentiles de que Jests es el Salvador del mundo. Los reyes magos presentaron
obsequios de oro, incienso y mirra. Estos no eran obsequios ordinarios, sino obsequios dignos de un rey. Los magos de
Oriente nos representaron a nosotros, los gentiles, reconociendo a Jestis como nuestro Sefior, Salvador y Rey. Jesus es la
unica estrella que debemos seguir porque una vez que encontramos a Cristo, hemos encontrado lo que honestamente
anhelamos: el Unico que puede traernos plenitud y gozo.

Oro para que todos reconozcamos a Jesis como nuestro Salvador. Comprometamonos hoy a seguir la verdadera
Estrella, la genuina Luz del Mundo, Jesucristo. Nuestro mundo esta lleno de tantas luces contrarias al evangelio. Estas
luces nos dan la ilusién de que estamos a salvo. Las luces del mundo son a menudo mas brillantes y mas atractivas para
nuestros sentidos que la suave y tierna luz de la fe. Muchos prefieren las luces del mundo porque no hay desafio ni
llamado a la conversion. Al final, todas las luces del mundo se apagaran y se convertiran en polvo, dejando a quienes
confiaron en estas luces falsas en la oscuridad. La tnica luz que quedara es Cristo. La eleccion es nuestra: vivir en la
Luz de Cristo o en las tinieblas del mundo.

Navidad

Tuvimos una maravillosa celebracion de Navidad y la Iglesia se llené de muchos invitados y visitantes. Fue bueno ver
regresar a nuestros estudiantes universitarios. La Iglesia se veia hermosa y las liturgias y la musica realmente alababan a
Dios. Estoy muy agradecido con todos aquellos que han ayudado a hacer de la Navidad una celebracion tan alegre.
Espero que continuemos la celebracion navidefia durante todo el afio, porque Cristo verdaderamente estd con nosotros.

El regalo de las tradiciones culturales

Las semanas previas a Navidad suelen estar llenas de muchas tradiciones culturales y St Michael tiene la bendicion de
poder compartirlas. El 12 de diciembre celebramos la Fiesta de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe, la patrona de las
Américas. Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe tiene un lugar importante en la vida de nuestra comunidad hispana y pudieron
compartir con nosotros su tradicion.

El nartex tenia una hermosa representacion de la aparicion de Nuestra Sefiora a San Juan Diego en el cerro del Tepeyac.
La imagen de Nuestra Sefiora en la Iglesia fue bellamente decorada para su fiesta. P. Daniel hizo un trabajo excelente al
hacer de la misa de la tarde un evento verdaderamente bilinglie. Los angloparlantes no se sentirian excluidos si
asistieran. Espero que mas miembros de nuestra comunidad de habla inglesa asistan a nuestra proxima celebracion de
Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe. Gracias por compartir la maravillosa tradicion de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe.

Nuestra comunidad filipina celebra su tradicion de Sambang Gabi. Esta es una celebracion de nueve dias de misas
previas a la Navidad, en anticipacion a la Navidad. Cada una de estas Misas se celebra en una parroquia diferente y
todos son bienvenidos a asistir. El rito de entrada es tan hermoso ya que cada parroquia participante tiene una “linterna
de estrella” hecha de bambt1 y papel. Estos faroles simbolizan la preparacion de nuestros corazones para acoger y recibir
a Cristo, nuestra Luz en Navidad. Después de que una parroquia celebra una de las nueve misas, su linterna estrella se
convierte en parte de la procesion de entrada. St Michael celebrd la tercera misa este afo, por lo que habia pocas
linternas. Gracias a la comunidad filipina por permitirnos compartir esta hermosa tradicion.

Sigamos disfrutando de la cultura de los demas. No tengamos miedo de aprender unos de otros, ya que todas las culturas
tienen una riqueza que puede beneficiar a otras.

Regalos de Navidad

En el evangelio de hoy, los reyes magos dejaron sus regalos a los pies del administrador. Deseo agradecer a todos
aquellos que han dejado su regalo de Navidad al pie del altar. A medida que continlien sus ofrendas navidefias,
informaré sobre la coleccion navidefia total en unas semanas. Si no ha hecho su ofrenda a la parroquia, todavia hay
tiempo para hacerlo. Que nos demos cuenta de que la Estrella, seguida por los Reyes Magos, conduce a todos hasta las
puertas de la Iglesia de San Miguel.

Les deseo un Afio Nuevo alegre y lleno de oracion,

Padre Frank
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MINISTERIO HISPANOC ST MICHAELS

Cena- Baile de San Valentin
Ven al baile de San valentin este
ano 2024. Disfruta de una deliciosa
cena, bebidas ilimitadas (barra
abierta), mariachi y DJ. Tendremos
rifasy boleto para el Sabado, 10
de Febrero. Boletos disponibles
despues de la misa de 1:30 pm

Reserve la Iglesia Primero.
Les recordamos a todos nuestros
queridos feligreses que siempre
que vayan a organizar una
celebracion religiosa y familiar
deben reservar primero la Iglesia y
la disponibilidad del dia y hora. Asi
mismo, para reservar sacramentos
deben hacerlo con tiempo ya que
los tramites toman tiempo y los
cupos para reservar se agotan
rapidamente al principio del ano.
Muchas gracias.
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Cofradia Guadalupana
Regresamos a nuestras juntas bi-
semanales el proximo jueves 18 de
Enero a las 6:15 pm. Tendremos
tema de aprendizaje.

Educacion Religiosa

(Catecismo)
Regresamos a las catequesis el 11
de Enero. No olviden practicar las
oraciones para los ninos de
primera comunion y confirmacion.
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Masses for the Week — January 6 to January 14

Saturday 1/6 8:30 AM Daniel Hiter Virginia Walczak Special Intention for Fran Hoak
4:30 PM Elfrieda Vlaming Jim & Jean Foley Family ~ William & Mary Morrissey
Roberto Ortiz Patrick Joseph McPartlin
Sunday 1/7 7:30 AM  Joyce Parisi
9:30 AM Bill Morrissey Kevin O’'Finn William, Nancy & David Jungles
Rich Della Croce Scott Kiecana
11:30 AM  Jack Payton Patrick McPartlin Michael Sheeran
Spanish— 1:30 PM Araceli Duran Jose Garcia Antonio Ruiz
Monday 1/8 6:30 AM Poor Souls in Purgatory & Kitchin Family
8:00 AM Patrick Hortsman Ann Sowa Bob Pierson and Pat Pierson
Tuesday 1/9 6:30 AM Mary Peters
8:00 AM Bernadine Kudia Alicia Ortiz Beverly Humenik & friends in Purgatory
Wednesday 1/10 6:30 AM Betty Murray
8:00 AM Maria Kutty Kuriakose Special Intention for Jerome Antony
Thursday 1/11 6:30 AM People of St. Michael
8:00 AM Pedro Velada
Friday 1/12 6:30 AM People of St. Michael
8:00 AM Marie Hortsman Jeanne Domagala Rodney Vickers
Saturday 1/13 8:30 AM  Lissykutty Dolores J. & Creseniw Mercedes R. & Rufino Z. Urela
4:30 PM Margaret Conlon William & Mary Morrissey  Elfrieda Viaming
Special Intention for Loreta G. Larena Gail Ulcigrai
Sunday 1/14 7:30 AM Rose Marie Kedzuf Mary Ann Michele Albert Jurasek
9:30 AM  William Morrissey Gregory Beeson Richard Della Croce
Mike Sheerin Michael Capuano
11:30 AM  Patrick McDonough, Sr.  Robert & Caryl O'Connor  Special Intention for Sheeran Family
Spanish— 1:30 PM Gente de St. Michael
Peace can start with ourselves
% A s Peace far Our Time
R 4
”,- > Musical )"rM/er

Friday, Jan. 12 at 7PM

St. George Catholic Church
6707 W. 175" st., Tinley Park

In anticipation of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, St.
George Catholic Church is hosting a peace and
justice prayer service on Friday, Jan. 12 at 7pm in
the church. It will be Taizé-inspired and include
quiet time meditative music, scripture, quotes from
MILK, Jr. and prayer.
All Are Welcome.

For more information, email Tim Quistorff at
TQuistorff(@stgeorge60477.org.

CRISIS CENTER FOR SOUTH SUBURBIA

Neat Repeats Resale Stores are looking for volunteers!
Come and work in our stores and make a difference in the
lives of victims of domestic violence. All sales at Neat
Repeats Resale benefit the clients served by the Crisis
Center for South Suburbia, a non-profit domestic violence
agency. For additional information, contact Michelle
McCarthy at mmccarthy@crisisctr.org or call 708-429-7255
option #5.
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Enhance Your Retirement Lifestyle

at Franciscan Village f.&l-
_J ‘Franciscan Ministries sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters of Chicago
| Elak 5l
Life Enrich Hutritionally En Spiritual  Indoor & Outdoor
Programming Balanced Dining  Health & Wellbeing  Amaenities
@ Call today to Schedule
F N your Personalized Tour
RANCISCA
VILLAGE 630-243-3479

1270 Village Drive « Lemont
FRANCISCAN COMMUNITIES  www.franciscanministries.org

REACH OUT

FOR ALL OF

YOUR REAL
ESTATE NEEDS

l'l||{|‘|| ||-'

(@ properties

]\ l\ | 5?%::3? )

N !'/
- 773 450- 9217
kellyreal@atproperties.com

JOHN'S PAINTING & REMODELING
I ! « Baths ¢ Kitchens ¢ Basements ¢ Drywall/Plaster Repair
Fully Licensed & Insured Parishioner Discount

nﬁ Free Estimates John Lonosky 708-268-5666

« Interior/Exterior Painting * General Handyman Work
» Hardwood Floors Installed and Refinished
« \Wallpaper Removal

BURBANK
(708) 636-2320

ORLAND PARK
(708) 429-3200

TINLEY PARK
(708) 532-3100

oi’m

Faereeral Hormee

Proudly Family Owned and

. Operated by The Jarka Family Fi unera{
> Since 1962 Cremation
= Memorials
WWW.LAWNFH.COM Pre-Planing
Grief Support

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Jeff Hansen

jhansen@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2683

catholicmaich’

llliNnoIs

MDMedAlert!

+« Ambulance v Police/Fire

« Family/Friends « GPS & Fall Alert 8/

P AsLuwAs

EXPERIENCE
BROTHER RICE

PRESIDENTS DAY
SHADOW DA

$19°

Imo
{

| éCrees que
@ Lo es imposible
| A arreglar?

Queremos
ayudarte

slesandea Losang
ABOGADA DE LOS MILAGROS

cALL 1wt 800.808.9294 4 nimoisroon - :

AD DESIGN

- ‘,\ with p

of this

£
O cau

aslle ourcommy
op= " NEWSLETTE

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION NEED

.
ANEWSLETTER? 5 o
Engaging, ad-supported @
ryemme {8
P noatiys iy | R

Scan to
contact us!

Visit Ipicommunities.com -

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Michael, Orland Park, IL C 4C 01-2138



Thornridge Funeral Homes

Party Rentals

*Tents ¢ Tables ° Chairs
708-645-7775

o RE/MAX

1st Service
Selling @ Buying @ Residential e Commercial

({1

ﬂ!,.,.@

www.birents.com

10I Mcobility

Serving 5 2 :
Chi land Experts in Mobility and Accesaibility Salutions
cagotan We Sell, Service, .
Family Owned and Install: thornridgefuneralhomes.com

Search Homes

ﬁ Online at

Kathy O’Radnik *@thyoradnik.remax.com ) 5,5 0’Radnik

STAIR LIFTS
PORCH LIFTS

14318 S. LaGrange Rd. ® Orland Park

RAMPS s
Designated Managing Agentes proficientes en Broker HOME (708) 460-2300
BrokerlOwner —espafiol disponiblea st ichael Aum || ELEVATORS
Parishioner peticion 708'256'7520 15801 S. CUttagE Gl'f}\'e A\"E. L DUltUn
708-209-7520 Each office independently |33 oradnik@gmail.com CALL

owned and operated

(708) 841-2300

ORLAND PARK

BANK &
AWINTRUST COMMUNITY BANK

kathyoradnik@msn.com

708.968.1250

Yoga Classes

Holistic Health

Massage Therapy
Events & Workshops

3

V.I.C ROOFING INC.

A ettt 5 ORVISIT US ONLINE AT

TRUST
* All styles & types of roofing

EEA L mILLSEING SARTHR

FOR MORE INFORMATION!

* Commercial & Residential 14314 Union Ave. Orland Park

evolvewbc.com
» Professionally Installed info@evolvewbc.com
* Roof Repai
i et . = Painting Interior & Exterior 708_46 0_1 1 oo
; ' = Wallpaper Removal
708-203-2141 + 708-870-3520 -
vicroofing1958@gmail.com ﬁmAR = Eco-friendly Painting Products LR a2 e 2
9041 Pebbie Beach Lane, Orland Park, IL 60462 v D o T_l NC:[ lguality;/]%;k ft 15330 S. LaGrange Rd. ¢ Orland Park, IL 60462
easonable Rates

Mike Owner Parishioner of St. Michaels for 33 yrs. Orland Park Bank & Trust is a branch of Old Plank Trail Community Bank. N.A, ~ FBie ]

brdardec @yahoo.com 708-263-0029 Free Estimates = Fully Insured

COLONIAL CHAPEL

FAMILY OWNED

Senior and

OPEN DAILY 7AM - 3 PM ? Parishioner

= = Discounts

Daily Specials $1.50 OFF Mondoy -

regulm menu price. Dine-in only.  Apple Pancake
Tuesday —
’/
W" Dutch Baby
Thursday —

Omeleftes
Wednesday —
O;,t’ PANCAKE G,y

OAK FOREST:
5140 W. 15%th Street

o ¥
ORLAND PARK:

HWOUSE  Fidoy— 15256 S. LaGrange Road . . 3
o iofles (708) 687-8282 (708) 349-0600 Licensed » Bonded FREE ESTIMATES
" Flj)NElS{AL }éOME ATO www.ophchicagoland.com e Instagram oph_chicagoland e Grubhub and UberEats delivery 773-392-2027 | 773-671-2083
PRIVATE ON-SITE CREMATORY
Coverage for the things you || Do You Need =" - 3
: Assistance Caring -—- — e
CH}\PEI_ and your family care about. 5
l ﬂ_m. ERAL HOME Ed Damstra & Mark Birmingham, Directors For a Loved One? REALTY
15525 S. 73rd Ave. (155th & Harlem) A Rfﬁz RS ELIZABETH BETTY BOTEI.LO
Orland Park AR Realtor/Parishioner
708-532-5400 » Colonialchapel.com
Call me to get 708'729'6828
” ” 1
Open 6 Days - Including Evenings FAMILY 7‘:;::;;‘;;2'1 keysbybetty@gmail.com
o h,’ Drs. Leahy and DiSalvo-Ost OPTOMETY bettybotello.com
S| i )
= e = and Associates thMen(tilond Vanessa Alvarado
m Optometrists WWW.eyecrew.com e;sze:)%azﬁ Your Local Agent
8 License 17440441 > | -
10001 West 143rd Street, Orland Park, IL (708) 349-2600  Blasses. (708) 873-9077 | www.rahorlandpark.com
4445 West 95th Street, Oak Lawn, IL (708) 425-6500 |Restrictions apply ot e o o oo i it o omeLLC.

Homer Glen

RICHARD J. FUNERAL HOME &

CREMATION SERVICES

Family Owned & Operated

Richard J. Modelski ~ James J. Modelski - Funeral Directors
Expanded Chapels & Coffee/Lounge Areas
12641 W. 143 St

708.301.3595
www.RJModellFH.com

Tired of those smelly,
dirty trash cans?
¢ Trash Bin Cleaning ° Fleet
Washing ¢ Pressure Washing

708.438.5499

info@blastbincleaning.com
www.blastbincleaning.com

@

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Michael, Orland Park, IL B 4C 01-2138



RAY Bucck

M =rac—

CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED

RAYBUICK.NET

5011 W 63RP St, Chicago - By Midway!

Mf! RAY GIESELMANN - PARISHIONER
2022 BUICK DEALER OF THE YEAR

CALL

l ]{/\f FOR RESULTS IN
J REAL ESTATE,
[ sainm s wannis |

Tl

s |
ﬁ’ 1 Sharon
/ .. Kubasak

LA
708-269-0490

| 773-767-8530

Ed the Plumher

Ed the Carpenter

708.652.1444
Best Work - Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CATERING - APPETIZERS
OPEN 10AM - 7 DAYS
OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER
WE DELIVER! - CARRY OUTS

14370 & S.W. HWY

(708) 349-0390

v

ALLEG RA

Thomas P. Germino, DDS
Gregory T. Germino, DDS
PARISHIONERS

708.349.3443

9763 W. 143rd St., Ste. A
Orland Park, Illinois

GerminoDental.com

A
A\

SOUTH SUBURBAN
CONTRACTORS INC

AN

TOE-Z59-6642

Flooring ¢ Interior/Exterior Painting
Remodeling ¢ Deck Repair/Staining

@

CONTACT ME
Jeff Hansen

jhansen@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2683

$5.00 off any purchase over $30
$ 1 0 00 of‘l any purchase over $60

Sat. 8am to 9pm

C i B\SWO

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER - CATERING

708-403-3663

14438 JOHN HUMPHREY DR., ORLAND PARK, IL 60462
WWW.GASTONSBISTRO.COM

LOOKING FOR THAT SPECIAL HOME? CALL NOW!

- List for 1% 7

P o
K.C. g_z Realty

Kathleen “KC" Calandriello
Parishioner

(708) 460-3702 « KCHomesRealty@gmail.com
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE HE

Open Dally
Mon.-Thur. 9am to 8pm
Fri. 9am to 9pm

~*-'\ Eia_ur.t

1+2+3

Calf
Mo

n You‘re Shopping For A Chevy,
Pick Apple Chevrolet”

8585 W. 159th Street ° Tinley Par
(708) 342-4198

Family Owned & Operated 33 years

‘ J&J  630.257.0622

PARTY RENTAL www.JandJpartyrental.com
Weddings - Graduations - Family Reunions
Yard Parties - Festivals
We carry many types of tents & party
accessories including:

Frame Tents - Canopy Tents - Dance Floor
Round Tables - Long Tables - Chairs - Linen

Instantly create and
‘purchase an ad with

K& B
EIVING|
COMPLETE REMODELING
Kitchens B Baths B Basements
Electrical B Flooring ® Painting
Plumbing ® Odd Jobs
NO JOB TOO SMALL
FREE ESTIMATES

708.289.8476

Ramiro Morales Bryan Morales
St. Michael Parisioners

0LD ORLAND
INSURANCE

All Lines of Insurance
708 349-2000

wamsan |

PLUMBING
DR AND SEWER

WE DU Family Owned Business Built on Trust
ALL With over 30 Years Experience
PLUMBING All Work Guaranteed ° Free Estimates Lic.#055-043295
reenRs | 708.203.7057

www.drcplumbingandsewer.com

Edward]onesT Member SIPC

Are you invested properly?
Get a second opinion.

Marcos R Alvarado
Financial Advisor

13500 Circle Drive Suite 103
Orland Park, IL 60462
708-923-6678

MKT-5894N-A edwardjones.com

WE'RE PROUD TO SERVE ORLAND

FUNERAL HOME

our commumnity u||1|

||.-:_-..|m|. compassionate

care. As your Dignity Q900 W. 143d St
Memorial® professionals, ORLAND PARK
we're dodicated to helping

families create a unique 708-460-7500

and meaningful memarial C'r[.1nd|"unur.1]| lome.com
that truly celebrates the life Praadly swod and spurnied by

it represents. S.E Funerel Homes of llinois, Ing

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Michael, Orland Park, IL A 4C 01-2138



/ Sunday Masses: \ / PARISH OFFICE \

Saturday Evening: 4:30 p.m. 14327 Highland Avenue
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., Orland Park, IL 60462

. : 708-349-0903
1:30 p.m. (Spanish) www.saintmike.com

Weekday Masses: Facebook: St. Michael Parish-Orland Park
Monday - Friday 6:30 and 8:00 a.m.

Saturdays 8:30 a.m. Rev. Frank A. Kurucz, Pastor 873-4611
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Rosary Rev. Geofrey Andama, Associate Pastor 873-4612
Monday through Friday after the 8:00 a.m. Mass and
Saturday after the 8:30 a.m. Mass. Rev. Daniel Villalobos, Associate Pastor 873-4613
First Saturday Devotions in reparation to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary with the Rosary and Pat Chuchla, Pastoral Associate 873-4652
Divine Mercy chaplet after the 8:30 a.m. Mass. Worship Ministries

pchuchla@saintmike.com

Recorded Masses for Sundays and Daily Prayer
Service can be viewed at www.saintmike.com.

Diana Vitela, Business Manager 873-4617
Adoration Chapel is open dvitela@saintmike.com

Monday-Thursday 7:00 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. . - . )
Fridays 7:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., 1:45 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Kelly Martinez, Religious Ed. Coordinator  349-0903

Saturdavs 7-00 5:00 kmartinez@saintmike.com ext. 633
aturdays 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Paul Smith,.l;r(ci@ncipal " 349-2;)33
psmit saintmike.org ext.

Confessions: Every Saturday -- 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Confesiones: 2ndo y cuarto sabado del mes 3:00 - Maureen Morrissey, Asst. Principal 349-0068
4:00 p.m. mmorrissey(@saintmike.org ext. 696
Holy Hour with Rosary and Benediction are Gary Patin, Director of Music Ministry 349-0903
being celebrated twice a month on Tuesdays at either gpatin@saintmike.com ext. 627
3:30 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. in Church. Please visit the

: . Rose Koch, Youth Ministry 349-0903
website for dates and times. rkoch@saintmike.com ext. 650
To Schedule Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals or o S
Memorial Masses, call the parish office at Paty Renteria, Hispanic Ministry 349-0903
708-349-0903. prenteria@saintmike.com ext. 619

Religious Education January Office Hours:

Mondays, Tuesdays & Thursdays—2-8 p.m. DEACONS Tom Bartholomew (retired)

Tony and Eileen Cocco

Our Religious Education Coordinator is Kelly Colin and Sarah Huie

Martinez (email: kmartinez@saintmike.com). Michael and Donna McDonough
Emails will be answered in a timely manner. Abel and Yolanda Trujillo
Parish Office Hours:

Normal Bulletin Deadline:

Monday to Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Friday at 9 a.m. a week before the bulletin

Please note that the Church Building is closed

every Friday from 12:00 - 1:45 p.m. _ date. Please e:mail articles,
You may leave a voicemail at any time at in Word or Publisher format, to
708-349-0903 or email contact@saintmike.com bulletineditor@saintmike.com.

with questions or to request information.

Mother's Room— St. Michael Parish is

NEED HELP? pleased to provide a mothers room for nursing
St. Vincent de Paul Society provides emergency mothers during Mass times. Anyone interested
food assistance and guidance in satisfying utility in using this room should see a greeter for

bills. Call 708-349-0903, ext 669; San Vicente de Paul assistance. This room is made possible by our loving

QESpaﬁOI — 708-349-0903, ext. 506. / Qarish, and the St. Mike’s Moms & Women in Faith
groups. /




