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Reading 1   2 Chronicles 36: 14-16, 19-23 
 
In those days, all the princes of Judah, the priests, and the people  
added infidelity to infidelity,  
practicing all the abominations of the nations  
and polluting the LORD’s temple  
which he had consecrated in Jerusalem. 
Early and often did the LORD, the God of their fathers,  

send his messengers to them,  

for he had compassion on his people and his dwelling place. 

But they mocked the messengers of God,  

despised his warnings, and scoffed at his prophets,  

until the anger of the LORD against his people was so inflamed  

that there was no remedy. 

Their enemies burnt the house of God, 

tore down the walls of Jerusalem,  

set all its palaces afire,  

and destroyed all its precious objects. 
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Those who escaped the sword were carried captive to Babylon,  
where they became servants of the king of the Chaldeans and his sons 
until the kingdom of the Persians came to power. 
All this was to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah:  
“Until the land has retrieved its lost sabbaths,  
during all the time it lies waste it shall have rest  
while seventy years are fulfilled.” 
In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia,  
in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah,  
the LORD inspired King Cyrus of Persia  
to issue this proclamation throughout his kingdom,  
both by word of mouth and in writing:  
“Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia:  
All the kingdoms of the earth 
the LORD, the God of heaven, has given to me,  
and he has also charged me to build him a house  
in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 
Whoever, therefore, among you belongs to any part of his people,  
let him go up, and may his God be with him!” 

Reading 2        Ephesians 2: 4-10 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
God, who is rich in mercy,  
because of the great love he had for us,  
even when we were dead in our transgressions,  
brought us to life with Christ — by grace you have been saved —,  
raised us up with him,  
and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus,  
that in the ages to come  
He might show the immeasurable riches of his grace  
in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
For by grace you have been saved through faith,  
and this is not from you; it is the gift of God;  
it is not from works, so no one may boast. 
For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works  
that God has prepared in advance, 
that we should live in them. 
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Gospel              John 3: 14-21 

 
Jesus said to Nicodemus: 
“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,  
so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  
so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,  
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish  
but might have eternal life. 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world,  
but that the world might be saved through him. 
Whoever believes in him will not be condemned,  
but whoever does not believe has already been condemned,  
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

Our response will be:  Unite Us in Your Love 
 
For Pope Francis as he guides the Roman Catholic Church and reaches 
out in humility and love… 
for God’s grace beyond measure as we work with him to carry out the 
good works we were created to accomplish together … 
We pray to the Lord…   R:  Unite Us in Your Love 
 
 
For all places in our world where evil, hatred, division and violence 
  have taken root… 
For those who condemn others … 
for healing and salvation for those who are condemned… 
We pray to the Lord…   R:  Unite Us in Your Love 
 
For the people of St. Michael Parish as we remember God’s covenant 
of love with us and repent of all that keeps us from God and one an-
other … 
for a brightening of hope in our parish and in our homes… 
We pray to the Lord…   R:  Unite Us in Your Love 
 
For those who govern and those who are governed… 
for just work, peaceful compromise, and attention to the common 
good… 
We pray to the Lord…   R:  Unite Us in Your Love 
 
For the sick and suffering, 
especially those listed in our parish bulletin and on our parish web-
site… 
for merciful and compassionate caregivers… 
We pray to the Lord…   R:  Unite Us in Your Love 
  
For those whose good works have prepared them for eternal life, 
especially our loved ones and friends listed in our bulletin and on our 
website… 
for joy in the light of the heavenly kingdom… 
We pray to the Lord…   R:  Unite Us in Your Love 



All-embracing God, 
you established an everlasting covenant with us.   

When we doubt you, or turn away from your truth, 
deepen our hope in your promise of everlasting love 

and abiding care for all people.  
Make firm our faith, cleanse our hearts,  
and wrap us in your mercy and grace. 

With the help of your Holy Spirit, 
may we remember, return, repent, 

and renew our trust in  your love for all creation. 
Through Christ Jesus, your Beloved Son, 

who is our light and salvation.  
Amen. 

God’s Covenant of Love with 
Us… 

Remember,  
Return,  
Repent  

and Renew 



1.   God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
      But that the world might be saved through him!   Yes… (to refrain) 
 
2.    God sent a holy light into the world, and we sought the dark,  
       but Jesus calls us to follow him. Yes…(to refrain) 
 
3.   All who seek the truth, come into the light! 
      Make clear that your deeds are done in God!  Yes… (to refrain) 

God So Loved the World     Paul Tate 
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Verse 1 

All these pieces 
Broken and scattered 
In mercy gathered 
Mended and whole 
Empty handed 
But not forsaken 
I've been set free 
I've been set free 

Pre-Chorus 

Amazing grace 
How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
Oh I once was lost 
But now I am found 
Was blind but now I see 

Chorus 

Oh I can see You now 
Oh I can see the love in Your eyes 
Laying Yourself down 
Raising up the broken to life 

Verse 2 

You take our failure 
You take our weakness 
You set Your treasure 
In jars of clay 
So take this heart Lord 
I'll be Your vessel 
The world to see Your life in me 
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Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace)  Joel Houston and Jonas Myrin 
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