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Psalm 98:  The Lord Comes to the Earth 

The Lord comes to the earth to rule the earth with justice. 
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This is the one who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ,  
not by water alone, but by water and blood. 
The Spirit is the one who testifies, 
and the Spirit is truth. 
So there are three that testify, 
the Spirit, the water, and the blood, 
and the three are of one accord. 
If we accept human testimony, 
the testimony of God is surely greater. 
Now the testimony of God is this, 
that he has testified on behalf of his Son. 
 
 
 
Gospel          Mark 1: 7-11 
 
This is what John the Baptist proclaimed:  
“One mightier than I is coming after me. 
I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.  
I have baptized you with water;  
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee  
and was baptized in the Jordan by John. 
On coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn open  
and the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him. 
And a voice came from the heavens,  
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

Reading 2       1 John 5: 1-9 
 
Beloved: 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God, 
and everyone who loves the Father 
loves also the one begotten by him. 
In this way we know that we love the children of God 
when we love God and obey his commandments. 
For the love of God is this, 
that we keep his commandments. 
And his commandments are not burdensome, 
for whoever is begotten by God conquers the world. 
And the victory that conquers the world is our faith. 
Who indeed is the victor over the world 
but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 

Reading 1    Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7 
 
Thus says the LORD: 
Here is my servant whom I uphold, 
my chosen one with whom I am pleased, 
upon whom I have put my spirit; 
he shall bring forth justice to the nations, 
not crying out, not shouting, 
not making his voice heard in the street. 
a bruised reed he shall not break, 
and a smoldering wick he shall not quench, 
until he establishes justice on the earth; 
the coastlands will wait for his teaching. 
I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice, 
I have grasped you by the hand; 
I formed you, and set you 
as a covenant of the people, 
a light for the nations, 
to open the eyes of the blind, 
to bring out prisoners from confinement, 
and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness. 
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Today’s response will be:   Send Us Your Light 
 
For parents and grandparents as they choose baptism for their children and 
take up their role in forming our children in the faith… 
For all who are desiring to join the Catholic Church … 
For RCIA teams and catechists who cannot evangelize in the usual way…. 
We pray to the Lord…   R: Send Us Your Light 
        
For a de-escalation of political and ideological tensions in our country and in 
our world… 
For discerning leaders who choose to bring light and hope, instead of dark-
ness, to all people of the world…. 
for the many who work to establish God’s justice and lasting peace on the 
earth… 
We pray to the Lord…   R: Send Us Your Light 
 
For the young people of St. Michael Parish, especially those preparing for 
Eucharist and Confirmation … 
For servant hearts and actions that reflect the light of Christ they received in 
Baptism… 
We pray to the Lord…   R: Send Us Your Light 
 
For an outpouring of the grace of God’s Holy Spirit in our lives as we end 
this Christmas season… 
We pray to the Lord…   R: Send Us Your Light 
 
For healing for all who are oppressed by suffering and severe illness, 
especially those named in the parish bulletin and on our website…. 
and for caregivers who brighten their days and ease their loneliness. 
We pray to the Lord…   R: Send Us Your Light 
 
We pray for all who lost their lives this week to the coronavirus and in acts 
of violence, retribution or in other natural or human tragedies… 
for our family members and friends who have died, especially those listed in 
our bulletin and on our website…   
and for those immersed in the shadows of mourning … 
We pray to the Lord…   R: Send Us Your Light 
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